Ryan, Stepanzoff to receive honorary doctorates from UM May 13 by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
5-5-1995 
Ryan, Stepanzoff to receive honorary doctorates from UM May 13 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Ryan, Stepanzoff to receive honorary 
doctorates from UM May 13" (1995). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 13678. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/13678 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
The University of Montana
NEWS RELEASE
University Communications 
Missoula, MT 59812 
(406) 243-2522
This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
May 5, 1995
RYAN, STEPANZOFF TO RECEIVE HONORARY DOCTORATES FROM UM MAY 13
MISSOULA ~
Assiniboine cultural leader Ken Ryan and longtime Missoula City Band Director Alex 
Stepanzoff will receive honorary doctorates at University of Montana Commencement ceremonies
Saturday, May 13.
UM President George Dennison will present Stepanzoff s honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters degree during the University’s 9:30 a.m. professional schools graduation ceremony. Ryan 
will receive the same honorary degree from Dennison during the College of Arts and Sciences 
ceremony at 2 p.m. Both ceremonies are open to the public and will be held in the Harry Adams 
Field House.
Stepanzoff, a 1927 UM graduate, served on the University’s Local Executive Committee 
for 46 years, working closely with a succession of UM presidents and representing the University 
to the community and the state. After graduating from UM he studied at the Sorbonne in Paris for 
one year, traveled the world and earned a doctorate in economics from Columbia University. He 
is perhaps best known as the ebullient director of the Missoula City Band and the Missoula Elks 
Band, wielding the baton from the 1940s until 1992. He also served as the manager of Missoula s 
Bon Ton Bakery. He now lives in San Francisco.
Ryan, also known by his Assiniboine name, His Black Horse, was the first president of 
UM’s Kyi-Yo Indian Club, which he helped found while attending UM in the late 1960s. He
-more-
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teaches the Assiniboine language at Fort Peck Community College in Poplar. Bom on Prairie 
Chicken Hill on the Fort Peck Indian reservation, he was raised in the tradition of the Canoe 
Paddler Band. He is a former chairman of the Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux tribes, and serves 
as Pipe Carrier for the Assiniboine people. He has also served as Keeper of the Medicine Lodge 
for the Assiniboines and in administrative positions for the Bureau of Indian Affairs and Rocky 
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